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segregating items to be copied. The existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must
be maintained.

Publication. Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright,
literary property rights and libel.

Permission to examine archival and manuscript materials does not constitute permission to
publish. Any publications of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior
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Head, LLMVC, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La. 70803-3300. When
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page. Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi
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SUMMARY
Size.

Geographic
locations.

Inclusive dates.
Bulk dates.
Languages.

Summary.

Restrictions.

Related
collections.

Copyright.

Citation.

Stack
Location.

LSU Libraries Special Collections

1.25 linear feet.

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana; Pointe Coupee, La.; Natchez, Miss.; Pennsylvania, Pa.

1795-1899.
1798-1821.
English, French.

Correspondence, a diary, financial papers, and plantation records document the
personal and professional life of Richard Butler, an Army officer and sugar planter at
Ormond Plantation in St Charles Parish, Louisiana. The diary (1798) records a trip
from Pittsburgh down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to Natchez. Other papers
pertain to plantation administration, sugar sales, household administration, the
Embargo Bill of 1808 and the settlement of the Estate of Richard Butler.

Items in the vault are restricted but available on microfilm.

Butler (Thomas and Family) Papers, Mss. 2850

Anna and Sarah Butler Correspondence, Mss. 581

Butler Family Papers, Mss. 1026

Gay-Butler-Plater Family Papers, Mss. 4872

Margaret Butler Correspondence, Mss. 1068

Robert Butler Poems, Mss. 1000, 3112

Robert O. Butler Papers, Mss. 1068

Thomas Butler Family Photographs and Plantation Journal, Mss. 4347
Thomas W. Butler Papers, Mss. 888

Benjamin Farrar Papers, Mss. 1354

Physical rights are retained by the LSU Libraries. Copyright of the original materials
is retained by the creators, or their descendants, of the materials in accordance with
U.S. copyright law.

Butler (Richard) Papers, Mss. 1000, 1069, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley
Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

S:2; OS:B; Vault:1-2
UPA Microfilm 5322, Series I, Part 5, Reels 2-3
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

Richard Butler, born in 1777, was the son of the American Revolutionary War figure Colonel
William Butler and Jane Carmichael of New Orleans. He served as a subaltern in General
Anthony Wayne’s Army and as a lieutenant in the Second Infantry under the command of his
uncle, Colonel Thomas Butler.

In 1798, Richard Butler traveled down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers from Pittsburgh to
Natchez, Mississippi, a journey he recorded in a travel diary. At Natchez, he delivered
dispatches to Captain Guion.

He married Margaret Farar, daughter of Dr. Benjamin Farar of Pointe Coupee Parish, in 1799. In
1805, he purchased Ormond Plantation, in German Coast County (St. Charles Parish), from the
widow of Pierre Trepagnier. At Ormond, named for the Irish family seat of one of his ancestors,
he planted sugar. The Butlers also owned a house built by architect Henry S. Latrobe on Royal
Street in New Orleans in 1817.

Butler and his wife died childless in 1820 during an epidemic of yellow fever. The settlement of

the estate proved difficult in establishing heirs. Rebecca McCutchon, Richard’s sister, and her
husband Samuel McCutchon inherited the New Orleans house.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Early papers (1795-1803) consist of: correspondence including a letter received by Jane
Carmichael Butler praising the military career of her son Richard Butler (1795); Richard Butler’s
travel diary (1798); legal agreements pertaining to the Estate of Benjamin Farar; receipt for
purchase of slaves; and merchandise receipts.

The majority of papers reflect Richard Butler’s finances and administration of the sugar
plantation including: lists of slaves to be taxed (1805); correspondence concerning sugar
shipments and plantation conditions; statements of accounts and invoices; cash books; legal
papers concerning the settlement of the Richard Butler Estate; and a record book kept by Richard
Butler and others (1796-1889).

Other significant items are an appointment of Richard Butler to the Council of Administration of
the Charity Hospital of New Orleans signed by William C.C. Claiborne (1811), correspondence
concerning the Embargo of 1807-1809 and testimony before a military court (1808), articles of
agreement and indenture (1809), statement of account concerning the estate of Colonel William
Butler (1814), and letters to Richard Butler from Andrew Jackson (1816-1817).
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INDEX TERMS

Bank of the United States (1816-1836)
Butler, Anthony Wayne
Butler Family

Butler, Richard, 1777-1820
Butler, Thomas, 1785-1847
Butler, William

Carmichael, John

Charity Hospital (New Orleans, La.)
Clark, Daniel, 1766-1813
Ellis, Richard

Embargo, 1807-1809

Farar, Benjamin

Flower, Samuel

Fort Franklin

Hancock County (Miss.)
Hunt, Abijah

Jackson, Andrew, 1767-1845
Kemper, Reuben

Kenner, William, 1774-1824
Laurel Hill Plantation (Miss.)
McCutchon, Samuel
Ormond Plantation (La.)
Plantation owner--Louisiana
Plantations--Louisiana
Poydras, Julien, 1746-1824
Randolph, Edward

Saint Charles Parish (La.)
Saul, Joseph
Slaveholder--Louisiana
Slaves--Taxation--Louisiana
Sugar growing--Louisiana

Sugar--Prices--United States--Louisiana

Sugar--Production--Louisiana
Wilkinson, James, 1757-1825

Mss. 1000, 1069
LSU Libraries Special Collections
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CONTAINER LIST

Stack Box Folder Contents
Location
S:2 1 1 Correspondence: A. Kirkpatrick to Jane Carmichael Butler; financial

letters concerning Julien Poydras (1795-1801)

2 Record Book: Army records of the troops garrisoned at Fort Franklin
(1796-1797) and plantation records (1811-1815, 1875-1889).

3 Financial Papers: Bills and receipts for merchandise (1797).

4 Financial Papers: Bills and receipts for merchandise, (January-
September 1802).

5 Financial Papers: Bills and receipts for merchandise and service from a

servant (October-November 1802).

6 Financial Papers: Bill and receipts for merchandise and services
(December 1802).
7 Legal Papers: Agreement between John Carmichael and Richard

Butler; report of slaves with ages for taxation purposes; indenture
between Richard Butler and Samuel McCutcheon concerning sugar
plantation (1802-1809).

8 Financial Papers: Cashbook (1803-1806) and signed record of receipts
(1804-1806).

9 Financial Papers: Bills and receipts for merchandise and services
(1803).

10 Financial Papers: Bills, receipts, and statements of account for

merchandise and services (1805-1808).
11 Financial Papers: Cash book (1806-1807).

12 Correspondence: Samuel Flower of Bayou Sara to Richard Butler
concerning payment of a note and letter concerning an amount owed by
Richard Butler (1806).
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Stack Box Folder Contents

Location

S:2 1 13 Correspondence: Edward Randolph of Pinckneyville to Richard Butler

14

15

16

17

18

19

concerning a shipment of sugar and inquiring about General Wilkinson
and the Embargo of 1808; William Thompson of Baltimore to Richard
Butler concerning inferior cargo of sugar and sugar prices; John
Carmichael of Pinckneyville concerning his testimony before a military
court of inquiry initiated by General Wilkinson to refute charges
brought by John Randolph and Daniel Clark (1808)

Financial Papers: Statement of account from John Wilkins, Nathaniel
Evans, and [James Elkins] (1809).

Correspondence: Benjamin Farar of Laurell Hill Plantation (Miss.) to
Richard Butler concerning conditions on the plantation; Edward
Randolph of Pinckneyville to Richard Butler concerning shipment of
sugar; Thomas Butler of Baton Rouge and St. Francisville to Richard
Butler; E. Denny of Pittsburgh to Richard Butler concerning statements
of account (1810-1815)

Legal Papers: Appointment of Richard Butler to the Administrative
Council of Charity Hospital signed by William C.C. Claiborne (1811)
*QOriginal moved to vault, use microfilm

Financial Papers: Receipts for merchandise and services; statements of
account for merchandise, the estate of Abijah Hunt, and sales made in
Pittsburgh of property belonging to Colonel William Butler’s heirs; and
notes payable (1810-1815)

Financial Papers: Note payable by Joseph Saul to Richard Butler; bill
from William Kenner and Company; statements of account for
merchandise, sales of sugar and molasses, Samuel McCutcheon, R.G.
Ellis; and an invoice for cotton shipped from Fort Adams to William
Kenner and Company; and receipts from Stephen F. Sweeny (1816-
1819).

Correspondence: E. Denny of Pittsburgh to Richard Butler; Anthony
Wayne Butler to Richard Butler requesting permission to attend
Princeton College; Joseph Saul to Richard Butler concerning payment
of notes (1816-1819).
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Stack Box Folder Contents

Location

S:2 1 20 Legal Papers: Power of attorney given to Richard Butler from A.L.

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Duncan; act of conveyance from David and Margaret Ker to Richard
Butler for a tract of land in Bay St. Louis (1820).

Financial Papers: Receipts from Stephen F. Sweeny; statements of
accounts for merchandise and William Kenner and Company (1820).

Correspondence: Edward Randolph of Pinckneyville to Richard Butler;
A.L. Duncan of New Orleans to Richard Butler; E. Denny of Pittsburgh
to Richard Butler; letter from Philadelphia concerning a carriage
(1820)

Correspondence: Letters concerning the settlement of the estate of
Richard Butler (1821-1825).

Financial/Legal Papers: Inventory and appraisal of the estate of
Richard Butler (1821)

Legal Papers: Thomas Butler’s answer to a petition made by Rebecca
and Samuel McCutchon; articles of agreement between Thomas Butler
(executor of the Richard Butler Estate), John Carmichael and John W.
Scott (the overseer); power of attorney given to Benjamin Fara from
Benjamin F. Young; power of attorney to William C. Conner from
Eliza Young; court summons for Thomas Butler (1821-1825).

Legal Papers: Petition by Benjamin Farar, Benjamin F. Young and
Eliza Young to the Court of Probates for the city and parish of New
Orleans (1824).

Legal Papers: Petition by Rebecca McCutchon to the First District
Court of Louisiana (1825).

Legal Papers: Petition by Thomas Butler to Court of Probates for the
city and parish of New Orleans (undated).

Financial Papers: Receipts; invoice pertaining to cotton and wool;
statements of account; and statement of account concerning the estate
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LSU Libraries Special Collections

of Richard Butler (1821-1823)

Financial/Legal Papers: The heirs and legates of Richard and Margaret
Butler to Thomas Butler (1825).

Financial Papers: Receipts, statements of accounts, bills and invoices

Printed items: Typescript transcriptions of 1798 travel diary of Richard
Butler (undated).

Legal Papers: Articles of agreement between Richard Butler, Benjamin
Farar and Samuel Young concerning the payment of the debts of the
Benjamin Farar, Sr., Estate; purchase agreement between James
Howard and Richard Butler for slaves; articles of agreement between
John Carmichael and Richard Butler concerning the purchase of slaves

Financial Papers: Statements of accounts (1797-1803).
Financial Papers: Statements of accounts (1817-1818).

Financial Papers: Invoice of cotton shipped from Fort Adams to
Richard Butler; Statements of accounts; statements of account
concerning the Richard Butler Estate (1819-1823).--Plantation Record:
Fruit trees planted in 1881

Diary: Richard Butler’s travel diary kept while travelling from
Pittsburgh to Natchez in order to deliver dispatches

Correspondence: Andrew Jackson to Richard Butler (1816, 1817).
Includes typescript transcriptions. Appointment to Charity Hospital
Administrative Council, signed by William C.C. Claiborne (1811)

1795-1899
Stack Box Folder Contents
L ocation
S:2 1 30
31
(undated)
32
OS:B 1 1
(1800-1802)
2
3
4
Vault:2 v.1l
Vault:1 1
MF5322

UPA Microfilm 5322
Series I, Part 5, Reels 2-3
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